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By MIKE FLYNN
Telegram Correspondent

BAY ROBERTS — Residents of
Country Road, Bay Roberts woke
with a bang on Monday morning
and, several terrifying minutes
later, discovered at least a dozen
homes on the street had each sus-
tained thousands of dollars in dam-
‘age.

Carl Mercer appears to have had
the most frightening experience
‘when an electrical wire near his
home apparently snapped, crossing
a second wire and causing an elec-
trical surge through the homes.

“The surge fried the wiring in my
house, Mercer said. “ was get-
ting up at 8:30 when I heard a bang
like a 12-gauge shotgun being fired
close to my head. The smoke
‘detector was sounding and my first
thought was an electric fire.”

Mercer and his father, Ward,

noticed smoke coming through
their walls and immediately turned
off the main breaker.

Mercer’s wiring was completely
on fire in one wall; the heat was so
intense that it melted the copper
water pipe in the wall. The water
helped contain the blaze until the
Bay Roberts volunteer fire depart-

ment arrived.

A neighbor, Debbic Marsh,
noticed her lights started 1o bright-
en considerably. “There was panic
on the street. léaple Were running
from their homes and nobody
knew what was happening. I lost
my fridge, microwave oven, televi-
sion and stereo. We got quite a
fright.” Later that afternoon, she
said, she was still shaking.

Telephone lines were also
knocked out, preventing the resi-
dents from contacting the fire
department. A woman further
down the street phoned in the
alarm. .

One woman, who doesn’t wish to
be named, couldn’t reach the fire
department by phone. She drove to
the RCMP station close by. “I kept
banging on the door but there was
nobody there. That should tell you
something about the effects of
police cutbacks. This isn’t a small

town any longer, but what do we

do in case of an emergency?” she
asked.

Reg Peddle’s microwave and
television were destroyed, but he
admitted he got off easy compared
to some of his neighbors. “Our
lights started to brighten and to

- hum very loudly. You could hear
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Several homes on Country Road in Bay Roberts were evac- ..
~ uated Monday morning, following an electrical power surge

which caused fires and wreaked havoc with electrical appli-

~ ances.

 Const. Wayne Evely of the Bay Roberts RCMP said a pos- -
itive electrical wire running down Country Road broke and -

| fell onto a negative wire, resulting in the power surge.

| A least one home sustained major smoke damage and oth-
~ ers experienced “fire balls” as electricity burst through the cir-

~ cuits in area homes.

Newfoundland Power crews were on the scene Monday

| morning assessing the damage.

Newfoundland Telephone crews were also on hand, as the
incident knocked out phone service to several homes in the

the power go throu
neighbor had a compe s
ly ruined. The plates” s
electrical outlets were m
fused to the wall and ever
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Bay Roberts fire chief Newman
Parsons says they received the call
from a person outside the affected
area. “We went to Carl Mercei's
house where there was fire in his
walls. It appears the surge courst
through his house to the laun
room. That was quite a surge.” ]

The fire department spent several
hours checking out other homes in
the area. ;

It could be days before
Newfoundland Power knows what
caused the surge, but residents in
the area will be updated. said
spokesman Gerry Colbert.

“Qur technical staff will
reviewing that particular issee.
we won’t know for a Comges
days exactly what casse
power surge,” Colbert sas&
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